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Dennis McClellan
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Dani Pfeiffer

Director

School Technology Services



Kent School District

¸ South of Seattle

¸ Suburban school district 

¸ 26,000 students K-12

ï 4th largest district in WA

¸ 12,000 computers in student and staff hands

¸Diverse 



Not a silver bullet solution



Technology as a Bridge

¸ From the oral tradition to print 



Identify your foundation

¸ Curriculum
ï State and/or national standards

¸ Methodology
ï How People Learn 

ï Classroom Instruction That Works

ï Understanding by Design

¸ Content
ï Partnership for 21st Century Skills, ISTE

ï Donôt forget the teaching of some software skills

ï Natives? ïmaybe not so much



Things fit together: Instructional Package

Supported by on-going hand-holding and professional development

(mediated by teacher)



Project-based: Romeo and Juliet

Ronald.Hartley@Kent.k12.wa.us



Gas

¶Gasses spread out to the entire 

space given, and they have 

weight and take up space.

¶Molecules in gasses move freely 

and have lots of energy.

¶Gasses donôt have a definite 

shape, volume or density.

Gas + Energy = Plasma

Gas - Energy = Liquid

Dana.Piehl@Kent.k12.wa.us



Interdisciplinary

Dana.Piehl@Kent.k12.wa.us Becky.Keene@kent.k12.wa.us

http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/ksd/MC/kta_showcase.htm
mailto:Dana.Piehl@Kent.k12.wa.us
mailto:Becky.Keene@kent.k12.wa.us


Authentic Assessment

¸ The Election project: Social Studies

Lindsey.Rue@Kent.k12.wa.us



Constructionist: Math

¸ Angle bisectors in a triangle

Rene.Kuebker@Kent.k12.wa.us



Rene.Kuebker@Kent.k12.wa.us

Constructionist: Math



Rene.Kuebker@Kent.k12.wa.us

Constructionist: Math



Connecting with the world

¸ Blogs (sample: http://yangkid.blogspot.com/
ï ñWe change up our topics every quarter. This quarter weôre writing 

reviews. This provides students with additional writing practice in a voice 

thatôs more natural for them and with an audience thatôs real.ò 

Ron Hartley, 9th Grade Language Arts Instructor, KMTA

¸Websites: http://anre-n-fahrenheit451.webs.com/
ï ñThis is a website for Fahrenheit 451. Itôs still in progress, but much of it is 

complete. You can poke around a bit to show folks what weôre doing and 

how weôre no longer just writing for ourselves or for our teachers. This is 

for the world to see.ò 

Ron Hartley, 9th Grade Language Arts Instructor, KMTA

Ronald.Hartley@Kent.k12.wa.us

http://yangkid.blogspot.com/
http://anre-n-fahrenheit451.webs.com/
http://anre-n-fahrenheit451.webs.com/
http://anre-n-fahrenheit451.webs.com/
http://anre-n-fahrenheit451.webs.com/
http://anre-n-fahrenheit451.webs.com/


Student choice: student passions

¸ School of the Future

¸History Day

¸ Scratch

¸Robotics



So much more connected

¸ Set me free!



Contacts

¸ Presenters 

ïDennis.McClellan@Kent.k12.wa.us

ïDanielle.Pfeiffer@Kent.k12.wa.us

¸Websites

ïHigh School

¸http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/KSD/KM/KMTA/

ïMiddle School

¸http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/ksd/KTA/

mailto:Dennis.McClellan@Kent.k12.wa.us
mailto:Danielle.Pfeiffer@Kent.k12.wa.us
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/KSD/KM/KMTA/
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/ksd/KTA/


Floydada ISD -
The Journey Beginsé

Jerry Vaughn

Superintendent of Schools

Christine Scroggs
Director of Curriculum, 
Instruction and Assessment



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Beginsé

¸Mid-sized 2A School

¸ 925 Students

ïMajority Hispanic (74%)

ï Low SES (85%)

ï 475 Secondary Students (Grades 6-12)

¸ Technology Immersion Began in 2004



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Beginsé

¸ From Floydada Junior High to Floydada High 

School

¸ Total Laptops throughout district:  640



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Beginsé

Does it work? District - All Tests
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Floydada ISD -
The Journey Beginsé

¸ 18/19 Areas tested showed overall positive results and 
growth

¸ 15/19 Areas tested show double digit growth 10 -52%
ï 1- 50% + growth

ï 1- 40% + growth

ï 3- 30% + growth

ï 1- 20% + growth

ï 10 - 10 -19% growth



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Beginsé

Floydada Junior High COMMENDED Performance

SUBJECT
2004 

BASELINE

2007        

TAKS

NET 

GAINS

Reading/ELA 15% 38% 23%

Math 8% 10% 2%

Writing 14% 33% 19%

Social Studies 6% 17% 11%



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Beginsé

Floydada High School COMMENDED Performance

SUBJECT
2004 

BASELINE

2007        

TAKS

NET 

GAINS

Reading/ELA 4% 19% 15%

Math 13% 27% 14%

Science 4% 12% 8%

Social Studies 18% 41% 23%



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Beginsé

¸ $$College Savings$$

ï 3x  increase in courses taken

ï 49.8% of SR class taking at least 1 course

ï 2- 54 hours            12- 21+ hours

ï Course cost at FHS $139.00

ï Average course cost at University $435.00

ï Average savings $296.00

ï Estimated savings for FISD Parents $60,976.00



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé

¸ Technology for the sake of LEARNING!

¸ Technology is a tool, not a target

¸ Instruction + Technology = Authentic 

Engagement



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé

¸ Student products from creation to stage

ïAligned to state standards

ïQuantity

ïQuality



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé

¸ Creation to Stageé
ï Students were 

tasked with 
comparing and 
contrasting the parts 
of a cell and the 
parts of a school 
using the program 
ñComic Life.ò

QuickTimeÊ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this p icture.



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé

¸ Creation to Stageé
ï Students were to 

create a podcast to 
explain the steps of 
protein synthesis.  

¸ Parts of the cell

¸ Function in protein 
synthesis

¸ Organized in steps

QuickTimeÊ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé

¸ Creation to Stageé
ï Students were to 

research the origin 
of their name, 
complete a Works 
Cited page, and 
design a display of 
the information.  



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé

¸ Full integration of technology into curricular documents

¸ Holding teachers accountable for student achievement 
through technology integration



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé

¸Cross curricular problem-based learning

¸ Intellectually challenging

¸ Students taking pride in the end result



Floydada ISD -
The Journey Continuesé

¸In Summaryé

ïDynamic Goal:  Creating learning environments that 

maximize student achievement through engagement 

and motivation.  

¸ANYTIME, ANYWHERE LEARNING!



Beyond Textbooks
Digital Content and State Standards

Matt Federoff
Chief Information Officer

Vail School District





ñyou teach with the 

stuff you have

....and the stuff you 

have determines what 

you teachò

THE (OLD) IRON RULE OF LESSON PLANNING



PROJECT

DATE CLIENT
FOREVER ALL OF US

THE OLD WAY
Selecting Content Without Standards



PROJECT

DATE CLIENT
FOREVER ALL OF US

THE OLD WAY
Selecting Content WIthout Standards



PROJECT

DATE CLIENT
THIS DECADE SOME OF US

THE NEW OLD WAY
How we (sort of) tied content to standards

STATE 

STANDARDS



PROJECT

DATE CLIENTTHIS DECADE SOME OF US

THE NEW OLD WAY
How we (sort of) tied content to standards

STATE 

STANDARDS



ñInvertingò 
the 

Curriculum

TEACHING

MATERIALS

STATE

STANDARDS



ñInvertingò 
the 

Curriculum

TEACHING

MATERIALS

STATE

STANDARDS



State Standards

G3.4M.C1.PO5
GRADE LEVEL

SUBJECT AND STRAND

CONCEPT

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE

G5.2R.C3.PO1

ñIDENTIFY A LINE OF SYMMETRY IN A TWO-DIMENSIONAL SHAPEò



EXPLICIT 

DESCRIPTIONS 

OF THE 

STANDARDS


