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Information
Deficit

shifted to

Information 
surplus



The whole 
reason for school 

changed.and 
yet.Classrooms 

did not.



This is where it gets good... 



Science Leadership Academy

Opened in 2006 in 
partnership with the School 
District of Philadelphia and 

The Franklin Institute

1:1 MacbooksProject-BasedInquiry-Driven

How do we learn?

What can we create?

What does it mean to lead?



Tests

Homework

Projects

Class Participation

Traditional
Classrooms:
Recall-Based



Projects

Homework

Class Participation

Tests & Quizzes

The Schools
SLA Classes:

Understanding-
Driven



Core Values

Inquiry
Research

Presentation
Reflection

Collaboration



Caring 
Institutions

We Teach Kids, Not Subjects



Technology Must Be Like Oxygen

Ubiquitous, Necessary and Invisible



Inquiry-Driven

What are the questions we 
can ask together?



Student-Centered

It’s Not About Us.



Teacher-Mentored



Community-Based My name is Jacob 
and I’m in my Los 

Angeles office. 



Collaborative



Relevant



Integrated



Embrace 
Failure



Authentic

Assessment as Real and Transparent



Transparent

We Can Invite the World To Our Schools



There is no one right way.

There is no easy answer.

School is hard.

... but we stand poised on the edge of making schools 
transformative spaces for students...

This is (also) where it gets good.
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